
Eternal	  life	  =	  what	  we	  are	  trying	  to	  achieve	  in	  cura4on/publishing	  

Eternal	  damna4on	  –	  what	  trying	  to	  do	  so	  feels	  like	  

The	  image	  is	  of	  a	  broadside	  4tled:	  	  Das	  ewige	  Leben	  und	  die	  ewiege	  Verdammnis,	  
held	  by	  Penn	  State	  Libraries	  special	  collec4ons.	  	  

Serves	  as	  a	  source	  for	  some	  other	  broadsides	  
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The	  tension	  between	  research	  and	  innova4on	  versus	  standardiza4on	  for	  economies	  of	  scale	  
and	  preserva4on	  

Humanists	  have	  less	  interest	  in	  replica4on	  than	  scien4sts.	  	  None,	  probably.	  	  

Possible	  press/library	  collabora4on:	  	  Library	  posts	  non-‐publishable	  appendcies	  (bibliography,	  
images,	  map)	  but	  interest	  is	  in	  pushing	  func4onality.	  

Libraries:	  	  decentralized	  model	  of	  digital	  content	  produc4on/mangement/services.	  	  Not	  well	  
organized	  for	  hos4ng/publishing	  data	  if	  we	  don’t	  control	  crea4on.	  	  (or	  at	  least	  inexperienced)	  

Cura4on	  is	  a	  broad	  ac4vity,	  encompasses	  nearly	  all	  aspects	  of	  digital	  life	  cycle.	  (assuming	  
joyce	  ray	  will	  introduce	  this)	  

Hiring	  Digital	  Collec4on	  Curator:	  	  a	  starter	  effort	  to	  bring	  a	  wider	  perspec4ve:	  	  as	  manager	  of	  
all	  digital	  collec4ons,	  she	  is	  supposed	  to	  coordinate	  across	  all	  aspects.	  	  

Problem:	  	  too	  much	  for	  one	  person.	  	  Hiring	  for	  cultural	  shiQ	  as	  much	  as	  func4onal	  ac4vi4es.	  	  
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Extends	  earlier	  bibliographic	  work:	  	  The	  first	  century	  of	  German	  language	  prin5ng	  in	  
the	  United	  States	  of	  America,	  edited	  by	  Karl	  John	  Richard	  Arndt	  and	  Reimer	  C.	  Eck;	  
compiled	  by	  Gerd-‐J.	  BöGe	  and	  Werner	  Tannhof	  using	  a	  preliminary	  compila5on	  by	  
Annelies	  Müller	  
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For	  facsimilies,	  the	  researchers	  acquired	  a	  total	  of	  2,851	  images	  of	  the	  1800	  
broadsides:	  

A	  host	  of	  issues	  here,	  including	  image	  quality,	  provenance,	  assessment,	  permissions.	  	  

An	  assump4on/hope	  that	  OA	  electronic	  will	  allow	  us	  to	  do	  more	  with	  images	  than	  the	  
print	  edi4on	  will.	  	  
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2.	  	  Some	  basic	  cura4on	  ac4ons	  and	  how	  they	  apply	  to	  this	  project:	  
Selec4on	  

"Fit"	  of	  the	  project	  with	  Press's	  list	  and	  Libraries'	  collec4ons	  	  
Do-‐ability,	  e.g.,	  capacity	  and	  exper4se	  there	  if	  not	  experience	  

Test	  premise:	  Bibliographic	  data	  publishing	  should	  be	  simple	  and	  repeatable	  	  
How	  much	  varia4on	  can	  we	  tolerate?	  	  

Assessment	  &	  Appraisal	  of	  the	  Data	  

Making	  sense	  of	  the	  database,	  iden4fying	  gaps,	  areas	  for	  clarifica4on	  in	  content	  itself	  	  
Images	  taken	  as	  reference	  photos,	  not	  documentary	  photos	  	  
[[This	  would	  be	  a	  good	  place	  to	  show	  some	  bad	  examples]]	  

Descrip4on	  and	  documenta4on	  

Actual	  metadata	  and	  documenta4on	  somewhat	  limited	  	  	  
Two	  day	  workshop	  planning	  kickoff	  to	  clarify	  many	  of	  these	  maeers	  

Determining	  access	  restric4ons	  

No	  complete	  access	  to	  the	  en4re	  dataset,	  e.g.,	  no	  data	  dump.	  	  
Retaining	  internal	  notes	  as	  part	  of	  the	  project's	  record.	  	  
PLUS:	  	  where	  the	  hell	  did	  all	  these	  images	  come	  from?	  	  
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This	  is	  a	  straight	  dump	  from	  the	  original	  database	  as	  handed	  off	  to	  us.	  	  

Internal	  notes	  here	  are	  innonocuous…show	  which	  checklists	  that	  they	  have	  checked	  
for	  this	  example.	  	  

Other	  comments:	  

“Original	  finden,	  Angaben	  ergänzen!:	  	  Original	  find!	  	  Add	  details”	  

“Scholar	  X	  says	  printed	  in	  Lexigton”	  

“What	  is	  meant	  by	  bars?	  In	  the	  leQ	  text,	  the	  seven	  words	  of	  Jesus	  are	  men4oned	  on	  
the	  cross.	  In	  the	  right	  text	  Hermit	  and	  Pope	  men4oned,	  Catholic	  background?	  Texts	  of	  
this	  kind	  probably	  very	  common,	  even	  under	  the	  4tle:	  The	  seven	  sacred	  sky-‐bars,	  
which	  received	  a	  pious	  hermit	  from	  his	  protec4ve	  angels.	  The	  seven	  cross,	  Jesus'	  
words	  were	  in	  supers44on	  as	  a	  powerful	  spell,	  they	  decide	  the	  so-‐called	  sky	  bar	  (n.	  
The	  sixth	  and	  seventh	  books	  of	  Moses,	  201	  and	  206).”	  
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This	  is	  the	  broadside	  described	  in	  previous	  table.	  

Broadsides	  held	  by	  73	  different	  ins4tu4ons.	  

165	  broadsides	  held	  by	  private	  owners…who	  are	  iden4fied	  only	  by	  last	  name.	  	  
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Haus-‐Segen.	  In	  den	  drei	  allerhöchsten	  Namen,	  Vater,	  Sohn	  und	  Heil'ger	  Geist	  [House	  
blessing.	  In	  the	  three	  highest	  names,	  Father,	  Son	  and	  Holy	  Spirit...]	  	  

Researchers	  consulted	  four	  other	  examples	  of	  this	  same	  broadside,	  photographed	  
them	  all.	  	  	  Others	  have	  some	  ligh4ng	  problems.	  	  
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Es	  wird	  öffentlich	  Versteigert	  werden,	  Am	  Dienstag,	  den	  29sten	  October...	  1811	  //	  To	  
be	  Sold,	  By	  Public	  Vendue,	  On	  Tuesday,	  the	  29th	  of	  October...	  1811.	  	  

Adver4sement	  of	  animals	  for	  sale	  
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3.	  	  Prepara4on	  for	  publica4on	  is	  one	  step	  beyond	  cura4on	  (or	  hyper-‐cura4on):	  
Data	  massaging	  &	  cleanup	  

Our	  hands	  are	  deep	  in	  the	  database	  performing	  cleanup,	  etc:	  	  

"1	  master	  copy"	  rule	  &	  Keeper	  of	  the	  database	  	  
Taking	  "execu4ve	  liber4es"	  for	  public	  access	  

Interface	  development	  	  

This	  will	  provide	  a	  set	  of	  customized	  search/access	  points	  to	  a	  dataset	  

Involvement	  of	  subject	  librarians	  is	  in	  part	  to	  consult	  on	  user	  needs	  

Seeking/solici4ng	  permissions	  and/or	  new	  images	  	  

Key	  area	  of	  difference	  in	  philosophy	  between	  Press	  v	  Library	  	  
Press	  would	  ordinarily	  require	  authors	  to	  seek	  permissions	  and	  high-‐resolu4on	  
images	  for	  publica4on	  	  
LIbraries	  doing	  this	  because	  

We	  know	  many	  of	  the	  archives	  where	  the	  originals	  are	  held	  -‐-‐	  personal	  
approach	  	  
We	  don't	  en4rely	  trust	  the	  researcher	  to	  get	  what	  we	  need	  	  
And	  for	  the	  en4re	  database	  it	  will	  be	  way	  more	  than	  the	  primary	  editor	  can	  
do	  

Performing	  work	  on	  behalf	  of	  the	  author/editors	  
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• In	  other	  words:	  	  this	  project	  is	  s4ll	  ongoing	  (antemortem)	  	  but	  we	  can	  s4ll	  do	  some	  
assesment	  (postmortem)	  	  [NOTE:	  	  too	  clever]	  

• Imperfect	  convergances	  include	  
• Organiza4onal	  exper4se	  and	  skill,	  but	  those	  can	  be	  seen	  as	  complementary.	  	  

• The	  mission	  perspec4ves	  of	  the	  two	  project	  managers/organiza4ons	  s4ll	  requires	  
nego4a4on	  

• irregular	  contact	  can	  weaken	  opportunity	  to	  leverage	  exper4se	  

• Faulty	  assump4on:	  	  that	  we	  had	  a	  perfect	  convergence	  of	  project,	  organiza4onal	  fit,	  
and	  funder	  interest.	  

Also	  that	  of	  scholar	  and	  librarian:	  	  	  approaches	  to	  documenta4on	  in	  conflict	  

• Lib:	  “where’s	  the	  admin	  metadata?	  	  Who	  took	  the	  pix?”	  	  Hermann:	  	  “This	  is	  a	  group	  
effort,	  we	  are	  not	  taking	  individual	  credit.”	  	  

different	  perspec4ves	  can	  be	  a	  learning	  experience	  for	  all	  
Anecdote:	  	  

Metadata	  specialist	  making	  unilateral	  decisions	  (he	  was	  authorized	  to	  do	  so)	  but	  
some	  were	  ques4oned	  on	  basis	  of	  usability.	  

aQer	  discussion	  of	  poten4al	  for	  confusion	  in	  field	  labels,	  Metadata	  Specialist	  said	  "I	  
guess	  I	  never	  thought	  much	  about	  the	  user	  perspec4ve	  on	  the	  metadata."	  
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This	  is	  the	  slide	  formerly	  known	  as	  “pullling	  the	  rabit	  out	  of	  the	  hat	  once	  more”	  	  e.g.,	  repeatability/sustainability	  
Challenge of achieving scale 
Striving for sustainability 
Decision-tree critical choices for the future 
Convergance of interests	  

We	  know	  that	  the	  effort	  we	  are	  puxng	  into	  this	  will	  not	  scale	  to	  many	  other	  examples	  of	  similar	  nature.	  	  	  

But	  We	  think	  that	  once	  created	  the	  project	  is	  fairly	  sustainable.	  	  Using	  exis4ng	  tools	  in	  the	  digital	  library	  toolset.	  

Interface/playorm:	  	  need	  to	  avoid	  making	  a	  decision	  that	  will	  hamstring	  us	  or	  4e	  our	  hands	  for	  a	  few	  years.	  

Can	  we	  afford	  to	  include	  an	  example	  of	  every	  broadside?	  	  Cost	  of	  permissions,	  new	  copies,	  etc.	  	  

Warning	  against	  false	  dichotomies	  (Mike’s	  commentary,	  maybe	  not	  Patricks)	  

• Raw	  results	  //	  non-‐peer	  review	  //	  no	  value	  vs.	  	  Cleaned	  //	  peer	  reviewed	  //	  high	  valuable	  
• What	  the	  collabora4on	  is	  teaching	  us	  is	  that	  there	  is	  a	  con4nuum	  of	  value	  for	  research	  outputs	  
• And	  there	  is	  a	  con4nuum	  of	  modes	  of	  access	  and	  preserva4on	  durability	  (faithfulness	  &	  authen4city	  is	  
chimerical)	  
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Varia4ons	  on	  a	  theme:	  	  [Die	  Wege	  zum	  ewigen	  Leben	  oder	  dem	  Ewigen	  Verderben.	  
Das	  Neue	  Jerusalem.]	  [The	  paths	  to	  eternal	  life	  or	  eternal	  damna4on.	  The	  new	  
Jerusalem.]	  	  
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